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How much renewable energy do we use?
Americans used renewable energy sources—water (hydroelectric), 
geothermal, wind, sun (solar), and biomass—to meet about 7% of 
our total energy needs in 2007. 

Renewable Energy Plays a Role in the Nation’s Energy Supply (2007)

Source: Energy Information Administration
Last Updated: April 22, 2009

U.S. Market Growth in 2008U.S. Market Growth in 2008 www.seia.org

Overall 16% growth in capacity

1,265 MW and MWTh added in 2008
Cumulative capacity now 9,183 MW and MWTh

Source: SEIA, US Solar Industry Year in Review 2008 (http://www.seia.org/galleries/pdf/2008_Year_in_Review-small.pdf) 

Overall 9% increase in annual capacity additions

81% growth in on-grid PV installations
50% growth in solar water heating installations
3% decline in solar pool heating installations

*MWTh= collector area multiplied by 0.7 kW/m2

Opportunities for EveryoneOpportunities for Everyone

U.S. Solar Market Trajectory

Source: Solar Energy Industry Forecast: Perspectives on U.S. Solar Market Trajectory, U.S. DOE Solar Energy Technologies 
Program May 30, 2008

Results of Good Public Policy… 

Source: Wall Street Journal Online
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National Renewable Electricity StandardNational Renewable Electricity Standard

With the right federal policies, the solar energy industry will 
become a robust economic engine for the United States –
spurring billions of dollars in economic growth and creating tens 
of thousands of new jobs.  

Aggressive federal programs such as a National RenewableAggressive federal programs, such as a National Renewable 
Electricity Standard with a solar carve out, will bring solar energy 
to price parity with traditional energy sources, saving consumers 
and businesses billions of dollars in energy costs.

Source: SEIA, http://www.seia.org/galleries/default‐file/R_E_S_final.pdf

Thank You,
Mark Parkinson


