
July 16, 2010 
 

 
Please Co-Sponsor Building STAR Legislation (S. 3079)  

for Jobs, the Economy, and Energy Security 
 

 
Dear Senator: 
 
We are writing to urge you to co-sponsor the Building STAR Energy Efficiency Retrofit Act of 
2010 (S. 3079).   Building STAR would quickly create tens of thousands of jobs in construction 
and related industries through the installation of energy-saving technology in offices, stores, 
apartment buildings, and factories.   
 
Building STAR is needed to reduce energy waste in our building stock, improve our 
competitiveness, and speed up the transition to a new energy economy.  It would: 
 

• Create 150,000 to 200,000 good jobs in construction and related industries in the next 
18 months through efficiency renovations of commercial buildings, helping to restore 
some of the 2 million construction jobs lost in this recession – including 35,000 in May 
alone. 

• Maximize federal investment by leveraging $2 to $3 in private investment for every $1 
spent for a total spur to the economy of $18 ‐ $24 billion. 

• Provide direct benefits to thousands of small businesses, including the 91 percent of 
commercial building contractors that have fewer than 20 employees. 

• Deliver $3.3 billion a year in energy savings that can be immediately reinvested to 
boost local economies. 

• Work quickly because the rebate and financing levels are established in the legislation 
and are based largely on proven state‐level utility and other rebate programs. 

 
We have come together as a broad-based coalition of more than 100 contractor associations, 
labor unions, manufacturers, suppliers, financial services companies, distributors, and energy-
efficiency advocates because we believe that Building STAR is an essential solution to our 
nation’s employment, energy, and economic recovery challenges.  A high-performance retrofit 
industry should provide not just jobs, but careers, so we also urge the inclusion of prevailing 
wage standards as Building STAR moves forward.   Thank you for considering our request to 
sign on today as a co-sponsor of this important legislation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
AFL-CIO 

AFL-CIO, Building and Construction Trades Division 

American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1800 Massachusetts Avenue NW 
Suite 400 

Washington, DC 20036 
Phone: (202) 463‐1947 

Fax: (202) 862‐9800 
www.rebuildingamerica.org 



Atlas Roofing Corporation 

Bayer MaterialScience 

Council of the North American Insulation Manufacturers Association 

Danfoss 

Eaton Corporation 

Firestone Building Products Company 

Hunter Panels 

Huntsman 

International Association of Heat and Frost Insulators and Allied Workers 

International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 

International Union of Operating Engineers 

International Union of Painters and Allied Trades 

Johns Manville 

Laborers' International Union of North America 

Mechanical Contractors Association of America 

NRG Resource Engineering 

Polyisocyanurate Insulation Manufacturers Association 

Rmax 

Sheet Metal and Air-Conditioning Contractors' National Association 

Sheet Metal Workers' International Association 

Stepan Company 

SUN DAY Campaign 

United Association of Journeymen and Apprentices of the Plumbing and Pipe Fitting Industry of 
the United States and Canada 
 
United States Green Building Council 
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